
the Cross will be deposited 
in the altar. The ritual is 
the same as the ritual for 
the consecration of the 
main altar, but it will be 
done in a rather simpler 
way. If you were involved 
in the preparations for the 
Consecration of the 
Church, you are especially 
invited to this Mass, and to 
the brunch afterwards. I 
have one volunteer so far 
for the brunch, so please 
let me know if you’re will-
ing to help in the kitchen. 

Please also remember that 
next Sunday afternoon we 
have the Solemn Vespers 
for the week of prayer for 
Christian Unity at English 
Martyrs’. I would ask you 
particularly to try to come 
to this so we can give a 
good welcome to Rev Ste-
ve Dyson, the new Vicar of 
St Lawrence’s. 

It was great to meet to-
gether with a small group 
of parishioners on Friday 
night who are really pas-
sionate about starting Al-
pha in our parishes. We 
have come up with a plan, 
as you can see from the 
Renovation section of the 
bulletin on page 3. Howev-
er, we were a small group 
and we need everyone in 
our parishes ‘on board’ 
with what we are doing. 
We certainly need more 
people to come together in 
a team to start Alpha up. 
Even if you feel a bit nerv-
ous about leading a group, 
there are lots of roles for 
helpers. So please let me 
know if you are willing to 
help as we are starting our 
Saturday morning Alpha 
very soon!  

This week I will be going 
to visit St Elizabeth’s parish 

in Richmond in Surrey, 
where Fr Stephen Lan-
gridge, the Parish Priest 
there, already has two Al-
pha sessions running per 
week and lots of other 
things going on as part of 
Renovation. Although 
Richmond is a very differ-
ent place to our corner of 
North Staffs, it will be very 
interesting to compare 
notes with Fr Stephen, to 
learn from what he is doing 
and to get some encour-
agement from being with 
him. Please pray for this 
visit. 

On Saturday we will wel-
come Bishop McGough to 
English Martyrs’ Church 
for the consecration of the 
altar in the side chapel. 
The side chapel will be 
dedicated to Our Lady of 
Grace. Relics of St Alphon-
sus Liguori and St Paul of 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Antony of Egypt 

251-356 
We have to distinguish this 
St Antony from St Anthony 
of Padua, the better known 
saint. Antony was born in 
Egypt to wealthy parents, 
who both died when he 
was 18, leaving him with 
the care of his sister. In 
church he heard the Gospel 
calling him to sell all he 
had and to give it to the 

poor, and so, taking it to 
heart, he gave away all of 
his inheritance. He then 
put his sister in a convent, 
and went to the desert to 
live a life of complete dedi-
cation to God. His life was 
a struggle of spiritual puri-
fication, gaining victory 
through the power of pray-
er. He drew together fol-
lowers who formed the 
first Christian monastery. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am  
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm 
Packmoor Sunday 6pm 

Saturday 14th   6.30pm  Vigil Mass of the Feast Paul Shaw 

Sunday 15th 9.00am    Holy Mass  John Orme 

Second Sunday of  11.00am   Holy Mass  People of the Parishes 

the Year    6.30pm Holy Mass Andrew Moruzzi 

Monday 16th 9.15am    Holy Mass David Pooley 

Feria  6.00pm   Novena Mass Holy Souls 

Tuesday 17th 8.30am    Eucharistic Adoration  

St Antony, Abbot 9.15am    Holy Mass Timothy Child 

   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

Wednesday 18th   4.00pm  Reception of Body Mary Austin RIP 

Feria       

Thursday 19th  9.30am   Holy Mass (in school) Holy Souls 

 6.00pm    Holy Mass Georges Lacombe 

Friday 20th   11.15am  Requiem Mass Michael Boughey RIP 

Feria   1.45pm  Requiem Mass Kathleen Clooney RIP 

    6.00pm Holy Mass Bridie Kitching 

    6.30pm Eucharistic Adoration  

Saturday 21st 10.30am    Holy Mass & Consecra-
tion of side chapel altar 

People of the Parish 

St Agnes   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Maureen & Daniel Brosnan 

Sunday 22nd                  9.00am    Holy Mass  Frederick & Margaret Painter 

Third Sunday of  11.00am   Holy Mass  Frank Smithson 

    6.30pm Holy Mass Lilian, Thomas & Joan Doyle 

St Wulstan   2.30pm  Requiem Mass Mary Austin RIP 

the Year 3.00pm    Vespers   

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are for these intentions: 

English Martyrs: Helen Cullen & Family 
St John’s: Peter Maguire; Joan Gilligan (BC); Crotty, 
Davenport & Howle Families 
St Joseph’s: Peter& John Jones 
The lamps at all of our churches are available to be dedicat-
ed for a week. Minimum donation £5. 

Parish Priest’s Sur-
gery  

Fr Julian is available on 
Monday evenings from 
7pm to 8pm for enquir-
ies regarding baptisms, 
weddings or any other 
matter. No need to 
book an appointment.  

Pope’s Intentions for January 

Please join in praying for the Pope’s intentions for 
the month 

Christian Unity That all Christians may be 
faithful to the Lord’s teaching by striving 
with prayer and fraternal charity to restore 
ecclesial communion and by collaborating to 
meet the challenges facing humanity. 
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PASTORAL 
Altar Consecration  Bishop 
McGough will consecrate the side 
chapel altar at English Martyrs’ on 
Saturday 21st January at 10.30am 
Mass. There will be a celebratory 
brunch after the consecration for all 
who have helped in any way to pre-
pare the church for consecration. 
Please let Fr Julian know if you are 
willing to help with the catering for 
this event. 

Vespers for Unity Week The an-
nual Vespers to pray for Christian 
Unity will take place at English Mar-
tyrs’ on Sunday 22nd January at 3pm. 
The guest preacher will be Rev Steve 
Dyson, the new vicar of St Law-
rence’s Biddulph. The Vespers will 
be followed by an afternoon tea in 
the meeting room. Please bring cake! 

Goldenhill UCM There will be a 
meeting on Wednesday, 18th Janu-
ary, at 1.30pm. Enter via the Lady 
Chapel. 

Kidsgrove SVP The next meeting 
of the SVP will be on Friday 3rd Feb-
ruary at 2pm at 77 Liverpool Road, 
Kidsgrove. 

Ravenscroft We have organised a 
short service for the residents of Ra-
venscroft Care Home, Kidsgrove on 
31st January, 10.30am to 11am. If 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

RENOVATION 
Renovation discussion groups 

We are half way through the reading 
of the book by Fr James Mallon Di-
vine Renovation. There will be no 
meeting of the reading groups this 
week, as Fr Julian is going to be away 
on Tuesday and Wednesday seeing 
how Divine Renovation is happening 
in another parish. The groups will 
meet again in the week beginning 
22nd January (Sunday 5pm at St Pat-
rick’s; Tuesday 10.30am at English 
Martyrs’; Wednesday 7.30pm at St 
Joseph’s). We have looked so far at 
the more theoretical and theological 
section of the book. The next meet-
ing will look at the practical ways we 
can bring about renovation. If you 

haven’t taken part yet, do come 
along and join in. If you want the 
book please see Fr Julian. If you have 
had a copy from Fr Julian, please let 
us have the money—£13.50. 

Developing Alpha 

We met on Friday 
evening and those who 
came were excited 
about the prospect of 
beginning Alpha very 

soon. We decided that we will start 
our first Alpha very soon. The Alpha 
sessions will be on Saturday mornings 
beginning on Saturday 4th February 
at St Joseph’s beginning with break-
fast at 9am. We do need more help-
ers: we need people who will work 
as welcomers, discussion leaders, 

practical helpers, and we need a 
prayer team. We will have our first 
planning and training session on Fri-
day this week (20th January) at 7pm 
at St Joseph’s. So please come along 
and be part of this exciting new pro-
ject. If you missed out on the infor-
mation  and training day for Alpha 
but would like to go, then there is 
another one at St Chad’s in Birming-
ham on Saturday 18th February, 
10.30am to 3.30pm. If you wish to 
go see Fr Julian.  

Keep praying! 

None of the things we do practically 
as part of Renovation will work with-
out prayer. We need your prayers! 
Please remember to pray the prayer 
on the yellow card each day. 

there are any parishioners with some 
free time you are most welcome to 
come along and join in. 

Diocesan Directory The 2016 
Archdiocese of Birmingham Catholic 
Directories are on sale at £3.  

Youth Pilgrimage to Rome We 
are planning another pilgrimage to 
Rome for the young people of the 
parish (those currently in Years 6 to 
12) for the February half term 2018. 
There will be a meeting at St Joseph’s 
Church on Sunday 12th February  at 
4.30pm to begin planning for this 
pilgrimage. Would all young people 
and their parents please come along 
to that meeting. If you cannot make it 
then please register your interest by 
letting Fr Julian know. 

Parish Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
This year we will be taking a group to 
Lourdes to coincide with the Dioce-
san pilgrimage. This will be from 
Saturday 27th May to Friday 2nd 
June 2017. We are organising our 
own transport by train through Joe 
Walsh tours, and will be staying at 
the Stella Matutina Hotel that we 
have used before. We will also pay 
the participation fee for the Diocesan 
pilgrimage so as to be able to join in 
with all their events. More details 
available soon. 

Parish Pilgrimage to Rome & 

Friendship Club The Club will 
next meet on Wednesday 25th Janu-
ary at Kidsgrove Town Hall at 2pm. 
Tea, coffee and biscuits for just a £2. 
If you need transport please contact 
Matt Ford on 07587034299. It would 
be great to get new members. If you 
know of anyone who might benefit, 
please suggest coming along to them. 

Cuppa & Chat There will be Cuppa 
& Chat on Monday 30th January at 2 
Mitchell Drive, Butt Lane starting at 
10.30am. If a lift is required please 
phone Janet on 782410 or Jean on 
772983. 

Assisi This October half term, we 
are organising a pilgrimage to Rome 
and Assisi, jointly between our par-
ishes and Fr Miller’s parishes of Tun-
stall and Burslem. The programme is 
still being finalised, but we look for-
ward to being able to invite bookings 
in the near future. 

Adoration Day The day of Adora-
tion for Vocations at St Joseph’s will 
be Monday 6th February. 

Please help with the dismantling of 
the Christmas cribs in each of our 
churches after Mass today. Thanks for 
your help. 



PARISH REGISTERS 

Entrance Antiphon: All the earth shall bow 
down before you, O God, and shall sing to 
you, shall sing to your name, O Most High. 
Response to the Psalm: Here I am, Lord. I come 
to do your will. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] Bless-
ings on the King who comes, in the name of 
the Lord. Peace in heaven and glory in the 
highest heavens. [Alleluia.] 
Nicene Creed 
Eucharistic Prayer IV 
Acclamation:  When we eat... 
Communion Antiphon: You have prepared a 
table before me, and how precious is the chal-
ice that quenches my thirst. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Second Sunday of the Year (A) 
CTS Sunday Missal page 693         

FUNDRAISING  
Collections 
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£367.45, Non-Gift Aid £198.13, 
Total £565.58.   
Goldenhill Gift Aid £201.60, Non-
Gift Aid £214.86, Total £416.46.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £334.50, Non-
Gift Aid £190.46, Total £524.96.  

Mary’s Meals This is the last week 
of this year’s crib appeal. Please place 
your donations for Mary’s Meals in 
the collection plate by the crib. If you 
are a tax payer, please consider gift 
aiding your donation. Gift aid forms 
for Mary’s Meals are placed next to 
the collection plate. Please be careful 
in filling them in and provide all the 
details required, as well as signing the 
form.   

Thinking about the Gospel 
John 1:29-34 

Jesus speaks through the prophet Isaiah in today's First Reading. He tells 
us of the mission given to Him by the Father from the womb: "'You are 
My servant,' He said to Me." Servant and Son, our Lord was sent to lead a 
new exodus and to be a light to the nations, that God's salvation may 
reach to the ends of the earth. In the new exodus, Jesus is the "Lamb of 
God," as John beholds Him in the Gospel today. The sacrifices, oblations, 
holocausts, and sin-offerings given after the first exodus had no power to 
take away sins. In offering these sacrifices, the people were to learn self-
sacrifice—that they were made for worship, to offer themselves freely to 
God and to delight in His will. Only Jesus could make that perfect offer-
ing of himself. And through His sacrifice, He has given us ears open to 
obedience, made it possible for us to hear the Father's call to holiness, as 
Paul says in today's Epistle. He has made us children of God, baptized in 
the blood of the Lamb. And we are to join our sacrifice to His, to offer 
our bodies—our lives—as living sacrifices in the spiritual worship of the 
Mass. 

Proclaim ‘Bitesize’ There will be a  
short session on ‘Using Social Media 
for Catechesis and Evangelisation’ at 
Holy Trinity Parish Centre, Newcas-
tle, on Wednesday 19th January, 
7pm to 9pm. Everyone is welcome 
to come along. 

Walsingham Pilgrimage North 
Staffs Walsingham Association have 
their annual Walsingham pilgrimage 
from Wednesday 5th to Saturday 8th 

Deaths 

Of your charity please pray for the 
soul of Mary Austin. Her body will 
be received into St John’s Church on 
Wednesday 18th January at 4pm. 
The Requiem Mass will be offered 
for the repose of her soul on Thurs-
day 19th January at 2.30pm at St 
John’s followed by burial at St Mar-
tin’s churchyard in Talke. 

Please pray also for the soul of Mi-
chael Boughey. The Requiem Mass 
will be offered for the repose of his 
soul on Friday 20th January at 
11.15am at St John’s followed by 
cremation at Bradwell. 

Please pray also for the soul of Kath-
leen Clooney. The Requiem Mass 
will be offered for the repose of her 
soul on Friday 20th January at 2pm at 
St John’s followed by burial at Keele. 

Requiescant in pace 

Kidsgrove Raffle Thank you to 
everyone who supported the raffle 
which was drawn just before Christ-
mas. £180 was raised for church 
funds. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club This weeks draw:1st Prize £20, 
No.55 P Potts; 2nd Prize £10, No.76 
M Twomey; 3rd Prize £5, No.24 V 
Finn. Numbers are always available 
to new members.  

Biddulph/Packmoor  125 Club 
After 17 years with the 125 Club 
Elsie  will be retiring. Gloria & Roy 
will be taking over the draw and col-
lecting in the money. Subs can also be 
passed to any of the following : Paula 
Paskin, Teresa Dutton, Sheila Plant 
and Vincent Farrell,  just put it in an 
envelope with your name on and 
‘125 Club’. 

April. Travel is by coach from Holy 
Trinity, Newcastle. The cost is £160 
or £186 for a single room. For a 
booking form or enquiries please 
contact Deacon Neil Addlington on 
624325. 

Mass for School Staff The annual 
CATSC Mass for teachers, school 
staff and governors will be on Tues-
day 31st January at 7pm at St Grego-
ry’s Church Longton. All staff and 

governors are invited to attend. 

Walsingham Association The 
AGM of the Association takes place at 
Holy Trinity, Newcastle, on Tuesday 
24th January. It begins with Mass at 
7pm followed by the meeting. New 
members are always welcome. Mem-
bership fees are £12 for individuals 
and £20 for families. 


